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SUBJECT: CIV AIR: CONCORDE AND THE PROPOSED SST NOISE RULE 
REF: PARIS 28183 

1 . SUMMARY: IN COMMENTS ON PROPOSED SST NOISE RULE GOF 
INTENDS VIGOROUSLY PROTEST EXEMPTION FOR ONLY SIXTEEN 
CONCORDES. THIS COMES AS NO SURPRISE. DOMESTIC PRESSURES 
WOULD COMPEL SUCH PROTEST, EVEN IF CONTINUATION OF PRO- 
DUCTION RUN IS, AT BEST, UNLIKELY. GOF MIGHT ALSO FIND 

IT CONVENIENT TO BE ABLE TO SHIFT PART OF BLAME ON US FOR 
TERMINATION OF PRODUCTION RUN AS A RESULT "RESTRICTIVE" 
SST NOISE RULE. END SUMMARY. 

2. WE HEAR VIA THE DGAC THAT GOF IS READYING COMMENTS 
TO BE SUBMITTED TO FAA RE PROPOSED SST NOISE RULE THAT 
WILL BE HIGHLY CRITICAL OF LIMITING EXEMPTION FROM 
FAR 36 STANDARDS UNDER THAT RULE TO ONLY THE FIRST SIX- 
TEEN CONCORDES THAT ARE CONSTRUCTED. FRENCH ALSO SEEM 
TO BE A BIT SENSITIVE THAT NOISE RULE OSTENSIBLY DRAT. TNG 
WITH "SST'S" APPEARS TO ZERO IN ALMOST EXCLUSIVELY ON 
CONCORDE. 
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3. ABOVE VIEWS, IF REFLECTED IN GOF FINAL POSITION, 

WILL COME AS NO SURPRISE. IMMEDIATELY UPON ANNOUNCEMENT 
OF THE SST NOISE RULE PROPOSAL, STATE SECRETARY OF TRANS- 
PORTATION CAVAILLE PUBLICLY OBJECTED TO THE LIMITATION 
OF THE EXEMPTION TO ONLY SIXTEEN CONCORDES (REFTEL). 

SUCH AN ATTITUDE ON THE GOF'S PART MAY BE UNREALISTIC 
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AND ALMOST GRATUITOUS INASMUCH AS NEITHER FRANCE NOR THE 
UK HAS SHOWN ANY SERIOUSNESS ABOUT PURSUING THE CONCORDE 
CONSTRUCTION PROGRAM BEYOND SIXTEEN AIRCRAFT, EVEN IF 
BUYERS OR LESSEES WERE FOUND FOR ONE OR MORE OF THE FIVE 
STILL UNSOLD CONCORDES. (CAVAILLE TOLD THE FRENCH SENATE 
AT THE END OF LAST WEEK THAT BY 1980 THE PRESENT CON- 
CORDE PROGRAM WILL HAVE COST THE GOF AN ESTIMATED 8.6 
BILLION FRS. OR NEARLY $2 BILLION). 

4. NOTWITHSTANDING WHATEVER MERIT THE GOF MIGHT SEE IN 
NONETHELESS PRESSING ITS CASE AGAINST LIMITATION OF THE 
EXEMPTION IF ONLY FOR THE SAKE OF PRINCIPLE, IT PROBABLY 
FEELS UNDER CONSIDERABLE PRESSURE DOMESTICALLY, ESPECIAL- 
LY IN THIS PRE-ELECTORAL PERIOD, TO OPPOSE ANY PROVISION 
IN THE SST NOISE RULE THAT MIGHT SEEM TO FOREDOM CHANCES, 
HOWEVER REMOTE, FOR AN EVENTUAL CONTINUATION OF THE 
CONCORDE PRODUCTION RUN BEYOND SIXTEEN AIRCRAFT. THE 
COMMUNISTS IN PARTICULAR HAVE DEMANDED THAT THE PRODUC- 
TION RUN BE CONTINUED. FORCE OUVRIERE, IN A MOTION SUB 
MITTED TO AND ADOPTED BY THE WORKS COUNCIL AT AIR FRANCE 
EARLIER THIS WEEK, HAS CRITICIZED THE LIMITATION OF THE 
EXEMPTION TO SIXTEEN CONCORDES IN THE PROPOSED 
SST NOISE RULE AS "INADMISSIBLE AND CONDEMNABLE" . 
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5. WITH THE REVERSAL OF THE SITUATION AT NEW YORK HAVING 
REMOVED CONCORDE FROM THE FOREFRONT OF OUR IMMEDIATE 
BILATERAL PREOCCUPATIONS WITH FRANCE, IT WOULD BE 
REGRETTABLE IF THE SST NOISE RULE WERE NOW TO BECOME 
THE CAUSE OF YET MORE RECRIMINATION AND BITTERNESS 
BETWEEN US. HOPEFULLY THE FRENCH WILL SIMPLY GO THROUGH 
THE MOTIONS OF PROTESTING, AS THEY FEEL THEY MUST. AND 
WHEN ALL IS SAID AND DONE PERHAPS THEY WON'T WANT TO 
PROTEST TOO LOUDLY OR TOO WELL, FOR IF THE CONCORDE 
PROGRAM IS INDEED TO BE ABANDONED UPON COMPLETION OF 
THE PRESENT PRODUCTION RUN IT MIGHT BE VERY CONVENIENT 
TO THE GOF TO BE ABLE TO PLACE PART OF THE BLAME ON THE 
US AND ITS "RESTRICTIVE" SST NOISE RULE THAT WOULD 
ALLEGEDLY CURB MARKETABILITY OF ANY MORE CONCORDES. 
HARTMAN 
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